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Protecting our environment 
Protecting our health

Pesticide Video outline

Objectives

1. To provide expert testimony that strongly indicates the real and potential dangers of cosmetic pesticide application to human health and the environment

2. To serve as communication tool for local groups working to implement pesticide-reduction by-laws

3. To educate town councillors and others about the negative effects of pesticide use

Key Messages

· Pesticides do not prevent pest problems, they only control them 

· Pesticides for cosmetic use leach into our groundwater and environment

· Scientific studies have linked pesticides to adverse health effects 

· Health Canada regulates pesticides but this is not an indication of safety

· Studies have shown that the incidence of birth defects and development problems in children increase with exposure to pesticides

· By-laws are needed to protect our children from risk.  Allowing the pesticide industry to self-regulate is not enough

· Many associations that represent health professionals support pesticide by-laws

· The precautionary principle should be applied because it is not worth risking human health to eliminate a few weeds

· The Supreme Court of Canada gave clear authority to municipalities to pass by-laws

· Jurisdictions like Hudson, Quebec have successfully passed by-laws 

· There are effective alternatives to pesticides for lawn care 

Interviews for On-Camera

1. Dr. Kapil Khatter, Executive Director

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE)

2. Dr. David Rosen, CAPE

3. Dr. Hilary de Veber, Ontario College of Family Physicians (OCFP)

4. Barb Whiley, Canadian Cancer Society

5. Theresa McClenaghan, lawyer

Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA)

6. Lorelei Hepburn, The Environmental Factor (organic lawn care)

