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November 12, 2003

Dr. Jennifer Armstrong BSc., M.D.

Ottawa Environmental Health Clinic

3364 Carling Avenue

Ottawa, Ontario

K2H 5A8

Dear Dr. Armstrong,

I received an e-mail from Dr. Rosen a few weeks ago stating that you had expressed interest in supporting the pesticide reduction video currently being developed by CAPE and CHEER.  I have provided a summary of the video project in this letter and have attached an outline of the video and other information.

This testimonial video is being created to support the reduction of cosmetic pesticide use across Canada.  It will feature experts speaking about the health effects of pesticides and the alternatives.  In addition to its educational value, the video can be used to replace in-person presentations at hearings, committee meetings and public events.
The video will support an outreach project launched in 2002 by The Canadian Health and Environment Education and Research Foundation (CHEER) in partnership with the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE).  This project works to reduce the use of pesticides on lawns and gardens in urban areas by educating people about the risks of pesticides.  

A Community Animator has been helping more than 20 community groups across Ontario inform their communities about alternatives to pesticides and practical ways to create healthy organic landscapes.  Where citizens are seeking by-laws to restrict lawn and garden pesticides, CHEER and CAPE provide scientific information and support as well.

Recent studies demonstrate associations between pesticide exposure and negative effects on human health.  Particularly worrisome are potential impacts on the foetus, infants and children, who have special ‘windows of vulnerability’ – these are brief periods when exposure to a toxicant can cause harm that may not occur at other points in their lives.  Studies have linked pesticide exposure to:  

· Lymphoma and other childhood cancers

· Interference with hormone function (endocrine disruption)

· Reproductive problems such as birth defects, lower sperm counts, spontaneous abortions and premature puberty

Pesticides used in homes and gardens provide many points of exposure for children:  on lawns where children play, in kitchens where they eat, tracked into homes on shoes and pets, and floating in the air downwind of spraying.  Children are closer to and often in direct contact with areas where pesticides are applied.  And because children eat, drink and breathe at greater rates per body weight than adults, they are likely to ingest more pesticides per body weight, and thus be at greater risk for health effects.

It is impossible to prove conclusively that pesticides used around the home cause serious negative health effects, but there is enough evidence to make us concerned.  We strongly believe that it is better to restrict non-essential pesticide use, rather than risk irreversible health effects – to do otherwise would be equivalent to experimenting on our children.

Project funding from The Laidlaw Foundation has allowed us to provide honoraria to medical experts who have spoken about the pesticide issue at municipal council meetings and other public forums.  This influential expert testimony has been an essential balance to the opinions that industry brings to the debate.  However, experts are not always able to participate in community events, despite our efforts to recruit and train sufficient volunteers.

To address this issue, we are developing a 10-minute video to provide expert testimony when a CHEER or CAPE volunteer is unavailable.  The video will provide testimonials from doctors, lawyers and other experts, with relevant images to support their statements.  It will also be useful in educating the public on the pesticide issue and for committee meetings.  The pesticide video will be relevant to communities across Canada and will be broadly distributed.  

We have already completed a script for the video and have contacted experts we wish to interview.  Filming will take place as funds arrive and it is our hope to have all funds secured by January 31, 2004 so that we can complete the film for distribution by March 1, 2004.

We have received a $12,700 grant for production of the video and have raised an additional $3,100 from CHEER and CAPE members and their Boards.  We continue to seek support from other sources, but need significant funds to complete this $37,000 project.

Dr. Armstrong, we would certainly appreciate your support for the video.  All gifts will assist us in addressing this important health and environment issue, and charitable receipts will be issued for all donations.  Donors who give $500 or more will be acknowledged in the video credits.

I have attached additional information to explain the content of the video.  If you require more information or would like to discuss the video further, please contact me by phone or e-mail at the Toronto CAPE/CHEER office.

Yours truly,

Rob Tonus

Director of Development

(416) 306-CAPE [2273]

Rob@CAPE.ca
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